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EThe Olympus E-3 was the perfect camera
to deliver the quirky retro-style imagery so
beloved of Sarahphotogirl

Sarahphotogirl
Aself-taught photographer based
in the seaside town of Scarborough,
Sarahphotogirl has built her reputation on
the back of a series of highly individual
portraits of some of the leading musicians
of the day, such as Paul Weller, The Kaiser
Chiefs, Pete Doherty and even Charlotte
Church, Widely published, Sarahphotogirl
has also just completed a retrospective
exhibition which ran in her home town and
featured 40 of her most iconic images, Her
latest project is a series of self portraits,
something for which the feature set of the
Olympus E-3 is ideally suited.

"'0 can't pin a creative
I , U photographer down, and
trying to define Sarahphotogirl is next to
impossible, Her reputation has been built
on the back of a series of retro-flavoured
portraits of pop stars - some huge names,
others just starting out - but there's much
more to this photographer than just that.
She's equally at home shooting weddings,
commercial work and interesting corners of
her home town, while her latest project is a
series of highly inventive self-portraits, the
first few of which were premiered in her
recent one-woman exhibition,
Given the chance to work with the
Olympus E-3 and a selection of lenses for a
few days, Sarahphotogirl quickly discovered
just how this flagship model could change
her way of working. "My first impression
was that this was a very good, well made
professional camera," she says. "Although
it felt solid it wasn't over the top and Ihad
no problem hand holding the camera at
times when Ididn't want to use the tripod,
Iwas helped a lot by the fact that because
this was a Four Thirds modeL the lenses
were nice and compact and featured decent
maximum apertures. That's something that
Iknow would be valuable for me when I'm
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shooting in low light conditions, such as at
a live concert
"For me, however, the killer feature was
the inclusion of Live View and the flip out
LCD viewfinder. It's such a brilliant idea
that Ican't believe every camera doesn't
come with something like this: up to now
I've been using a plug-in supplementary
LCD screen to help me see what's going
on, but to have it all self-contained is a
big advantage. Icould put the camera on
the floor and tilt the screen up or hold it
above my head and tilt the screen down
to compose the picture that way, but the
really big plus point was the fact that I
could put the camera on a tripod and then
pull out the viewfinder and flip it around so
that Icould see what was going on from in
front of the camera, That's perfect for my
self portrait project - Ijust felt that it was so
well thought through:'
• The E-3 is destined to bring Olympus full
square back into the professional arena, and
it's backed up by a full and comprehensive
system, which includes some of the fastest
and lightest optics around, Full details of
the Four Thirds range can be found at
www,olympus,co.uk

