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Left: Blur's Damon Albarn and Dave Rowntree at Leeds in 2003. "It's always a real buzz to work with a band you've adrnlreli for 50 many
comedians. They are a naturally witty and clever band and a pleasure to wark with.” Right: Paul Weller. Sarah has p gl
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Photographer
Sarahphotogirl
talks to
Stephanie Smith
about capturing
music history in the
making.

SHE'S been there, seen it, and got the
picture. Many, many times.

Remarkable pictures they are, too.
Sarah Robinson's subjects are high
profile, much in demand, endlessly
chased, sought after, protected by
minders and PRs,

These are rock musicians at the top
of their game. To some they are gods,
surrounded by entourages and
screaming fans, yet somehow she cap-
tures a moment of calm, creating
images that make the subjects appear
both other-worldly and vulnerably
human - Blur's Damon Albarn and
Dave Rowntres eating their lunch on
purple grass in Leeds, Radiohead's
Thom Yorke emerging pensively from
the heather on Fylingdales Moor.
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,' says Sarah. Centre: Ricky Wilson from Kaiser Chiefs, London, 2005. “They could be
i “He’s always been really nice to me, and my Dad’s a big fan.”

Radi s Thom Yorke: “1 photogra,

Searborough-based photographer
Sarahphotogirl has lived much of the
past decade right at the heart of mod-
ern tock history in the making. smap-
ping and recording itas it happens.

She spenta year on tour with The
Darkness, was there at the early
beginnings of Leeds phenomenon the
Kaiser Chiefs, has hung out with her
heroes Blur and Paul “The Modfa-
ther” Weller,

“1try to really capture the essence of
what they're about,” she says. “The
iden is to blend in backstage, so they
forget you're there.”

She prefers mot (o use her full real
name, and has instead adopted the
handle Sarahphotogit], cannily the
same name as her email and website,
It seems appropriate for the official
house photographer of internet sery-
ice provider AOL, taking pictures of

the current music scene— she did
Charlotte Church a couple of weeks
ago: A bit nondescript, actually™ she

SHYS.

Now 28, Sarahphotogirl was brought
up in Belion. near Doncaster, where
her dad was a fireman and her mum
stayed at home to look after her and
sister Luey, now 27, and brother Keith,
20. After the John Leggott School in
Scunthorpe, Sarah went to St.John's
University in York, to study Film,
‘Television and Literature.

As a child, her bedroom wall was
covered with photos from teen music
magazines, especially Blur and The
Rolling Stones, and it was this passion
for music that drew her to photogra-
phy She wanted to meet Blur so asked
if she could take pietures of them. “It

acts to y excl music
sessions for online customers, It's a
role that brings her regularly into

contact with all the major names of

Sarah, above, has fond memories of

ing ae I hod no portfolio,”
she says. “I think | annoyed them so
much. 1 wrote to them, to their fan
club, and to anyone who'd listen. I told

dal

phed him at F;

them they couldn’t possibly manage
without my photographic skills. The

fan elub gt back to me and said, ‘God,

yowreachesky one’, and gave mea
photo pass.”

Unfortunately, it was a disaster, with
the fledgling Sarahphotogirl not load-
Ing her film properly (this was back
in the days before digital cameras
became ubiquitous). She was devas.
tated, and confessed all to the fan
club, who decided to give her another
#o- and 3 backstage pass. This time it
went well, and Sarahphotogirl was
born, “My grandad had tried to teach
me how to print photos when [ was 12
or 13. He was a headteacher - his last
school was Ridgewood near Ponte-
fract - and he was a keen photogra-

o

Now it's all pone digital, much of
1he romance has gone out of the pho-
wraphy process, she says.

“I prefer black and white, but T do

king with Justin

of The

rk , above right. She

spent a year with the band: “That was lots of fun. There were some definite comedy moments.”

more colour becanse of digital. !‘L ople
wint colour and althougl
comvert it 115 not quite the Same
somehow”

Eight years ajo, she bumped inito a
‘band called Runston Parva at o 1960
club night called Brighton Bear
The Coclepit in Leeds. “They saw 1
was taking photos and tried to sea if 1
could blag them In for free. They were
confident and gobby, telling me how
good they were” They became
friends, with Sarahphotogicl regu-
larly snapping them as they pro-
gressed, and changed their name
along the way to Kaiser Chiefs.

Now Sarahphotogirl will also be
changing her name - at least for part
of the time - as she adopts an alter

£go fo become a writer Emmaline
Austere will be het pen name, she has
found herself an agent, and her first
book will be called Angelfon Evange-
line Bartholomew's Book of Ugly, a
dark and funny tale of a spoilt little
girl in Victorian London - the adven-
ture begins when she is given a cam-
erafor Christmas. She will also be
working with fellow Scarborough-
dweller, children’s writer GP Taylor,
co-anthoring a comic book for chil-
dren with him.

She has become his photographer,
and this week took the pictures for
his upcoming autohiography

“He llked my Darkness photo-
graphs,” she says. “He saw them ina
local paper” Much as she enjoys
being a rock photographer, an alter-
native life as an author would provide
much-needed respite from the hack-
stage neise, not to mention from one
or two of the rock stars themselves.

“You have to deal with a Jot of egos,”
Sarahphotogir] says. with a sigh.

stephanie.smith@ypn.co.uk
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Rock Portraits — Phatoavaphy by
Sarahphotogin is on display at the Lucius
Gallery, 50 Fossgate, York untd January 7
Open Tuesday — S 2y 10am 1o Gpm
01904 54011, Prints are also an sale
through wwwi.sarahphotogir com

North in the Star Wars protest about a year ago. He was really nice. It's fantastic he's
supporting important things. He's dearly an Imelllgenc man, whldl is appealing in the rock industry because many aren't.”

of The Libertines and
Babyshambles: "He was my least favourite

Pete Doh

person I've ever worked with,” says Sarah.



